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Ira Aldridge with his son Ira Daniel 
Used with k ind permission of Special Collections, 
Baillieu Library, The University of Melbourne 
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The Lost Life 
of Ira Daniel Aldridge (Part 1) 

ABSTRACT 
1fiti1' '€1 5* P '4 '115' '5&M*&t¥194M"Mi"4F# 1.,•aw £iUllWWW 

The sons of famous men sometimes fai l to succeed in li fe, particularly 
if they suffer parental neglect in their childhood an<l youth. Ira Daniel 
Al<l ri<lge is a case in point- a promising lad who in his formative years 
lacked sustained contact with his father, a celebrated touring bbck .ictor 
whose peripatetic career in the British [sics and later on the European con­
tinent kept him away from home for long periods. When the boy rebelled 
as a teenager, his father sent him abroad, forcing him to make his own way 
in the world. Ira Daniel settled in Australia, married, and had chi ldren, but 
he found it di fficu lt to support a family. Eventually, he turned to crime and 
wound up spending many years in prison. The son of an absent father, he 
too became an absent father to his own sons, who also suffered as a con­
sequence. 

ABSTRACT 

!~~~~ ~!$~~~~~~~t mys teries surr~un~in g Ira Aldrid~e 's eldest son Ira ~an-
1e l: W:~~;i.'Y.js.lfo;'\not~er ? Why did 111S father send him a\:ay to '.'-ustra lta at 
age nm¢l een? What did he do there? Where and when did he die? Are any 
of his: d~·1endants alive in Australia today? Given the lacunae in British 
and A«§ff ian birth, marriage and death records, we may never be able to 

~-i~ 
ans~e~:.~WPe.o f these questions, but o ther documents th."t have survived 
provide ~with enough h<lrd facts to reconstruct the traiectory of a por­
tion of his life, particul <l rly moments in his childhood and young adult­
hood that appear to have determined the direction he ul timately decided 
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t0 go. It is not an altogether happy story. In a sense Ira Daniel can be seen 
as a victim o f his father's remarkable success as an actor.1 

E NGLAND 

By the time the boy was born, his father was fo rty years old and had 
been touring the British Isles for more than twen ty years as an itinerant 
perfo rmer of tragedies, comedies, melodramas, and farces. An African­
American, Ira Aldridge had debuted in London in 1825, playi ng O thell o 
and other black roles in two metropolitan theatres in a combined run that 
lasted six months. But further offers of employment in the capital did not 
materialize, largely because of his race. No theatre could afford the luxury 
of hiring a black actor as a regular member of its company, so the young 
thespian, by then known as the African Roscius, began touring the Brit ish 
provinces as a visiting star. H e would remain in a city or town fo r a week 
or two and then move on to the next engagement, if he could find one. 
Initially this was a very difficult way to make a living, but eventually, as his 
fame grew, he was in demand and busy most of the year moving from place 
to place to take up assignments with local acting companies. 

At the end of his first run in London Aldridge had married Marga ret 
Gill, an English woman ten years his elder who normally travelled with him 
as he made his rounJs. She never had any child ren and would have been 
about fifty years old when her husband brought Ira Daniel home. We don' t 
know exactly when this happened, and there is some unce rtainty about 
t he prec ise year the boy was born. Aldridge's biographers claim the birth 
occurred in May 1847, using as evidence a letter the fat her had writ te n to 

a fri end on 4 June 1860 stat ing that his son haJ " just entered his thirteenth 
ye;1 r" (qtd. in Marshall and Stock IOI and 249). Th is dating is confirmed in 
the manifes t o f the ship Ira Daniel boarded for Australia early in February 
1867, where hi s age is given as nineteen. 2 However, in the British census of 
1851 , which was conducted on March 30'h that yea r, when his fa ther was 

1 I wish to thank H i: len Doxford Harris, co-author of Cops t111d Robbers: A Guide to 
Researching /91h Centmy Police a11d Criminal Records i11 Victoria, Amtmlia (Nunawading: 
Harribnd Press, 1990), fo r carryi ng out prelimina ry research on Ira Dan iel Aldridge in 
Victorian archives and ior guiding my own research in Public Record Offices in Vicroria 
.rnd New South W.llcs. I also wan t to express my appreciat ion to Elizabeth O'Call.,gha n of 
the Warrnambool and District Historical Society fo r sending me a lis t of helpful references 
to relcv.rnt art icles in the \Ylarrna111boof Examiner. And l remain extremely grateful to 

the Human it ies Rese.1rch Cenrrc at the Aust rali.m National University in Canberra for 
awardjng me .1 four-mo nth fellowship tha t ga,·c me the opportun ity to conduct my research 
in idr.11 cond itions. 

2 Pub lic Record Office Victoria, VPRS 7666, Inward Overseas Passenger Lis ts 
(British Pons) 1852-, fic he B267: I. 
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The Lost Life of Ira Daniel Aldridge (Part i) 

pe rfo rming in Derby, his age is recorded as two-and-a-half, which would 
place his birth at around September or O ctober 1848. Also, on most Aus­
tralian documents that mention his birth, 1848 is the yea r cited (see, e.g., 
"Pentridge" 208a) . Perhaps these discrepancies were a result of a difference 
between the date he was actually born and the date he entered Margaret 
Aldridge's household. She brought him up as if he were her own son and 
may have regarded his arrival in her life as a more accurate marker of the 
beginning of his true existence as a child. It is possible that Ira Daniel knew 
nothing of the real circumstances of his birth and may have accepted 1848 
as the correct year. 

No one has discovered who his mother was. T here has been a sug­
ges tion that she was "an Irish lady" (Scobie 132), and the 186 1 census 
states that he was born at St. Pancras, London, but no birth certi ficate has 
surfaced to verify this or to name the mother. Suspicion naturally fo ils on 
actresses with whom Aldridge worked in theatres at Margate, Portsmouth , 
Landport, Wolve rhamp ton, and Brighton approximately nine months be­
fo re May 1847. 

Aldridge may have had affa irs with other women even earlier. The 
1841 census records for Worksop, a small town southeast of Sheffield, re­
veal that on the clay the census was taken, he was rooming in a boarding 
house there with a woman identified as Sarah Aldridge. She was said to be 
fi ve years younger than he was, so this could not have been Margaret under 
a different name. Sarah also could not have been Aldridge's siste r because 
she was listed as not having been born in fo reign parts nor in Scotland, Ire­
land or even N ottinghamshire for that matter. Perhaps she was an actress 
in the theatre troupe Aldridge had joined in Worksop that week. O r maybe 
she was an old fri end he had brought along fo r compan ionship on his tour. 
There is even a poss ibility that she might have been the woman who six 
years later gave birth to Ira Daniel, but Aldridge is not known to have had 
any lengthy affairs at this stage in his life. 

As a child Ira Daniel accompa nied his parents on their travels. He 
even came along on Aldridge's first tour of the European continent, wh ich 
lasted nearly three years-from July 1852 till April 1855. Ira Daniel would 
have been almos t eight years old by the time this tour ended. Back in Lo n­
don he was placed in the North London Collegiate School, H igh Street, 
Camclentown, presumably as a boarder, fo r his parents started trave lling 
again in the foll and were constantly on the road fo r the next two years . 
During this time Aldridge was sued successfull y fo r adultery by a yo ung 
acto r whose wi fe had given birth to a child eviden tly fathered by a black 
man. The child died in infancy but not before Aldridge had promised 
in a letter to the mother that she and the child would not be neglected 
by him. N ews of this court case circulated widely in Bri tain (see, e.g., 
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"Stothard v Aldridge" 9), and one wonders what young Daniel and his 
classmates made of it. 

Aldridge spent most of the next two years touring Sweden, Switzer­
land, Austria, Germany, Poland, Hungary, Latvia, and Russia, returning to 
London only sporadically for short engagements. He was performing in 
some of the largest theatres in Europe and earning lots of money, but he 
had only limited contact with his son and his wife during this pe riod. As 
if to compensate fo r his long absences, he remained in Britain from June 
1859 to March 186 1, but an active touring schedu le kept him away from 
London much of this time. 

Meanwhile, Ira Daniel was doing well at school. Aldridge was very 
pleased with his progress, proudly telling a friend that the boy "is a great 
favourite with his masters, who entered a high opinion of his mental ca­
pabili ti es. O ut of thi rty-seven competi tors fo r two elocutionary prizes . . . 
Ira Daniel ... took the second" (qtd. in Marshall and Stock 101 and 249). 
The son may have been attempting to emulate his father, for a schoolmate 
recalled some years later "his acting very effectively in an amateur repre­
sentation of 'Box and Cox"' (Hill 263), a popular short comedy of that era. 
Conscious of his father's spectacular success on the stage, Ira Daniel may 
have envisioned fo llowing in his father's footsteps. 

One reason why Aldridge 's wife Margaret no longer accompanied her 
husband on his tours is that her health was breaking down. By 1860, when 
she was sixty-two years old, she was confined to her room fo r considerable 
periods, so she stayed at home and looked after Ira Daniel when he was out 
of school. It may have been during her convalescence that Ald ridge, some­
where in his travels, struck up an acquaintance with a young Swedish wom­
an, Amanda Paulina Brandt, who would have been twenty-s ix years old 
in 1860, roughly half Aldridge's age (Sjogren 68-72) . Their re lationship 
matured into a se rious romance, and in March of that year she presented 
him with a daughter. Twenty months later, when he was again on tour in 
Russ ia, she bo re him a son. Both of these children we re conceived some­
where in Engla nd and born in London. Aldridge, in essence a polygamist, 
was by then supporting two families. In 186 1-62, while Aldridge was away, 
Margaret and Ira Daniel were living at 4 Wellington Road, Kentish New 
Town, but not long afterwards he moved them to a larger house, which 
he named Luranah Villa, on Hamlet Road in Upper Norwood, a growing 
suburb south of London near Crystal Palace. 

In an effort tO protect both famili es, Aldridge sough t to inves t the 
large sums he was ea rning abroad by purchasing property in this new 
neighborhood, but he found he cou ld not do so and bequeath such prop­
erty to his heirs without first becoming a British citizen. H e duly app lied 
fo r citizenship and was granted it on 7 November 1863, after which he 
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The Lost Life of Ira D aniel Aldridge (Part 1) 

arranged to acquire as many as six other ho uses in the vicinity of H amle t 
Road (Haddon 35) . H e also promptly left for Russia again in order to refil l 
the family coffers . 

We do not know if Margaret and Ira Daniel knew about Amanda and 
her children by this time. Aldridge, though no t a faith ful husband, ap­
pears to have maintained a loving relationship with all his dependents, even 
while he was away on tour. On 27 Nove mber 1863, fro m somewhere in 
Russia, he sent an affectionate lette r to sixteen-year-old Ira Daniel stating 
that "I rece ived a letter fro m your Mamma just as I was leaving Moscow. 
She was as well as could be expected." H e encouraged his son to 

go home at Xmas, if so kiss Mamma for me, get your clothes changed, 
say I will pay th e difference on my return-it is the establish men t at the 
corner of Tottenham Court Road, you know it. 

How arc you progressing in French and your other studies? Well, 
I hope. Write to Mamma when you have time, tell her you have heard 
from me. 

When you go then! see that the gardener properly attends to the 
garden, and that it is well stocked with vegetables. Wri te me; I send you 
an enve lope with kisses. 

Affectionately yours, 
Ira Aldridge, K.S. (qtd. in Marshall and Stock 284-85) 

Ira Daniel ev idently was now spending most o f his time at boarding 
school, se ldom visiting his s ick "Mamma," and having o nly occas io nal con­
tact by mail with his fath er. 

Margaret died fo ur mo nths later, o n 25 March 1864, while he r husband 
was still aw.1y. Ira D aniel signe<l the death ce rtificate as a witness and may 
have had to make arrangements for the funeral. Aldridge returned to Lon­
do n as soon as he received the news, but in May he was on his way back to 

Russia, leaving Ira Daniel on his own at school or at Luranah Villa. 
The foll owin g year, o n 20 April 1865, he married Amanda, who by 

that time was living at Luranah Villa with her two children. Ira D aniel 
appea rs to have continued staying there, as well , fo r o n the day of their 
ma rriage he wrote each o f them a polite let ter o f congratulations fro m 
that address : 

MY D EAR f-AT l-IER,-I write to congratulate you on the occasion of your 
marriage and to wish you and my dear stepmother every joy and happi­
ness in your new relationship. 

I am sure that you will fin d in Madame a true and loving wife, and 
one who will fil l the lonely void so recen tly left in your home and your 
heart. 
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I shall use my bes t endeavou r to continue to deserve your love and shall 
st rive to the utmost of my power to win that of my stepmother by defer­
ence to her wis hes and brotherly kindness to her children. 

T hat you may be long spared to enjoy ever-increasing happiness is the 
most earnest wish of 

Your dutifu l and affectionate son, 
I RA D ANIEL A LDRJDGE 

His let ter to Amanda was tied with a blue silk ribbon: 

MY DEAR MADAM,-It is with great pride and happiness that I feel now 
able to address you as Step-mother and I hope most sincerely that you 
may be long spared to us. I am sure that in you my fathe r wi ll possess 
a true and fa ithful wife, and that I myself shall be able to look upon you 
as a loving mother, worthy of replacing in my affection her whom I so 
recently los t. 

As I have before assured you in conversation on the subject, I shall 
be very much grieved if you were to fee l any apprehension respecting 
my conduct towards my brother and sister. I again des ire you to be con­
vinced tha t I shall love them as only a brother can love, and that noth­
ing shall ever be wanting on my p:ut whi ch may tend to increase their 
welfare. 

In conclusion I pray that God may bless and prosper you both, 
granti ng you many years of endurin g happiness. 

Such is the most earnes t and heartfel t des ire of your affectionate 
Stepson, 

Ira D.rniel Aldridge (qtd. in Marshall :rnd Stock, 294-95) 

Des pi te the cou rteous tone of these letters, one wonders how a young 
man almost eighteen years old would have regarded his father and thiny­
one-year-old stepmother at this point in his life. He would have known 
his father to have been a philanderer who had left an ailing, elderly wife for 
a much younger woman, and he may have harbored some resentment toward 
Amanda fo r having won his fa ther's love and at tention in such circumstances. 
Amanda's children would have been five and three-and-a-half years old at 
this time, so Ira Daniel wou ld have been aware that throughout his teenage 
years he had never been his father's only child. Perhaps he blamed his new 
siblings fo r some of the parental neglect he must have fel t wh ile growing up. 
Ira Daniel was fac ing a major adjustment in his li fe, fo r he now found himself 
in the awkward position of an outsider in hi s fath er's home. No longer an 
innocent adolescent but not yet a man, he was ripe for rebellion. 

His fa ther remained in England fo r seve ral months afte r the marriage 
but chose not to res ume tou ring the provinces. He performed only t hree 
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The Lost Life of Ira Daniel Aldridge (Part 1) 

nights in August at the Haymarket Theatre in Lo ndon and spent the res t 
o f his time re laxing with his family at Luranah Villa. H owever, tempt ing 
o ffers continued to pour in from abroad, so in the fall o f 1865 he set o ut 
o nce again, this time stopping in Russia, Ukraine, Crimea, Turkey, and 
Poland before re turning to Lo ndon at the end of August 1866. 

H e may have been called back to deal with Ira Daniel' s misbehavior, for 
something had gone dreadfully wro ng at home while he was away. Amanda, 
who was pregnant when he left, had given birth to their third child, a dau gh­
ter, in March. In a letter to her husband written half a year earlier she had 
reported that all was well at Luranah Villa ( qtd. in Marshall and Stock 277 
and 314 ), and in March Aldridge had received a satisfactory accou nc o f Ira 
Daniel's schoolwork fro m his headmaster (Marshall and Stock 3 17) . But 

during and after Amanda's pregnancy, she could no t control her stepso n, 
who evidently was not treating her with the love and respect he had p ro m­
ised. Aldridge's biographers believe he became "wild, pleasure-loving and 
im:spo nsible" while his father was away (Marshall and Stock 300) . 

Aldridge did no t remain long in London this time. By O cto ber he 
had embarked on a tour o f France, but he conti nued to monitor what was 
going on at home. He had told Ira Daniel to leave England, and when he 
heard a m onth later that the boy had not yet done so, he wrote on 30 No­
vember from Ra uen to a trusted friend, the th eatrical publis her Tho nus 
Hailes lacy, complaining o f Ira Daniel's "innately bad dispositio n" and 
as king for help in ens uring that he be compell ed to ship o ut as soon as 
possible. The to ne of his le tter reveals that he was tho roughly di sgusted 
with his errant son: 

From what has transpired I can place no confidence whatever in what he 
says or pro mises, I have written to my friend and Executor Mr. J.J. Shea­
han o f Hull, 43 Francis St west reques ting him to receive him, and if pos­
sible procure him a berth to go ,\broad for a time in the ho pe of amend­
ment fo r o n tha t o nly d epends his hope o f any future help fro m me. 
I will direct my agent Mr. H.F. Ray o f Upper N o rwood to call and repay 
you the advance made him for which I thank you, b ut do no t let him 
impose upo n you, he is such a hypocrite that he would deceive the mos t 
wary. Will you further cake the trouble to let him kno w the contents of 
this letter, and to make his way immediately to Hull, o r send his address 
directly to Mr. Sheahan o r give it to you for chat purpose, and also to say 
whether he is content to do as I request o r be lost to me forever. I will 
send him no mo ney but will make arrangements for his journey to Hull 
as soon as f hear fro m you that he acceeds [sic] to my w ish .. . J 

' T.O. Mabbott collec tion, Harvard Theatre Collection, H oughton Library, 1-fa rvard 
U niversi ty. The letters from Ira Aldridge to T homas Hailes Lacy (cited here) rnd from Ira 
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\Yle do not know exactly what led to this rupture between father and 
son, but clearly it had some thing to do with the way Ira Daniel had treated 
his young stepmother. H e had never behaved inappropriately while his 
"Mamma" was still alive. He had been a dutiful son, a good student, and 
his fat her had been proud o f his accomplishments at school. Bu t now his 
father regarded him as a liar and hypocrite, a prodigal son who had to be 
se nt away. 

A ldridge did not specify where Ira D aniel should go. Perhaps he left 
that decision entirely to his son, who may have wanted to get as fa r away as 
possible fro m his father's household. Ira Daniel departed from Gravesend, 
London, o n 2 1 February 1867 as a steerage passenger bound for Australia 
aboard the Merrie Monarch . His "profession , occupation or calling" was 
recorded on the ship 's manifest at "Gen t. " Most of the o ther fo urteen pas­
sengers o n board were in their teens or twenties and were headed, as he 
was, for Melbourne: 

M ELBOURNE 

The voyage took 112 days, with the Merrie Monarch arriving at Hobson's 
Bay o n 13 June 1867. Ira Daniel immediately set out to look for work, and 
on the strength of his name alo ne quickly secured an engagemen t at the 
Theatre Royal to perform as Mungo, a negro servant in Isaac Bickerstaff 's 
eigh teenth-century fa rce, The Padlock. This was one of his father's most 
famous roles, co nsidered by some to be even better than his masterful ren­
dering o f Othello. Ira Daniel must have seen him in it countless t imes, so 
he would have had a good model o n which to base his own pe rformance. 
However, he may not have been familiar with the script, for though he 
was originally billed to appear on June 22"d, his debut was postponed until 
a week later, supposedly to allow him to recover "from the effects of a long 
Sea Voyage" ("Theatre Royal" 22: 8). It is likely that he may have needed 
mo re time to reh earse his part. 

The principal lessee at the Theatre Royal in those days was J oseph 
C. Lambert, an elderly British comic actor who was nearing retirement 
"after a career extending over forty years, during which he has taken part 
in no less than I 0,000 performances in Europe, America and Australia.'" 

Daniel Aldridge to his stepmother Amanda Aldridge (cited in footnote 6) arc reproduced 
wit h the permission of Harvard University Library's Theatre Collection. 

' Public Record Office Victoria, VPRS 7666, Inward Overseas Passenger List' 
(British Pons) 1852-, fic he B267: I. 

1 Unidentified cutt ing in a file of "Theatrical Newspaper Cuttings," Q792/T, held .H 

the State Library of New South Wales, Sydney. The other five lessees of the Theatre Ro~·.11 
were named Vincent, Harwood, Stewart, Hennings, and Bellair (Stewart 13). 
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The Lost Life of Ira Daniel Aldridge (Part 1) 

He had lived and worked in Aus tralia since 1855, specializing in o ld men's 
parts, o f w hich it was said "he had no rival in this part of the world" ("The 
Late J.C. Lambert" 71). In his you nger days in Britain he had performed 
in London as well as o n the provincial circuit, so he certainly would have 
known of Ira Daniel's fath er and may have crossed paths with him oc­
casionally. Indeed, th ere is evidence in su rv iving playbills suggesting that 
they appeared on stage together at Dublin's Theatre Royal in D ecember 
1832, and they may have performed together elsewhere in Britain as wel l. 

Lambert was pleased to add the son of the African Roscius to his 
troupe, and to spark public interest in t hi s new performer he advert ised 
him in the press as "Son of the C hevalier Ira Aldridge, Knight of Saxony, 
holder of the Ernestinschen House Order o f Prussia; also of the Orde rs o f 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Austria, Russ ia, the Swiss Cross, &c.; who has ap- 6Q3 
peared before nearly all t he C rowned Heads of Europe" ("Theatre Royal" .& 1 

20:8). Lambert also encouraged Ira Daniel to include in his performance 
two of th e songs his fath er had popu larized: "D ear h eart, what a terrible 
life I :rn1 led " an<l "Opossum up a G um Tree." Newspapers publicized the 
upcomi ng event , but o ne of them did no t express high expectatio ns of the 
o utco me, noting on ly that "what Artemus Ward calls 'a kullered gentle-
man ' is sho rtly to appear in the mouldy o ld part o f Mungo in 'The Pad-
lock"' ("Theatri cal " 2) . 

The reviews of Ira Daniel's debut on 29 June 1867 were devas tatin g. 
The most positive appraisal appea red in the Argus, which spoke of his per­
formance as "very tolerable, but ... certainly ve ry far removed from exce l­
lence; indeed , the admiration of the audience seemed chiefly excited no t by 
the fact o f his good acting, but by his abi lity to act at all" ("Monday, July 
I, 1867" 5). T he Herald stated bluntly that "Mr. Aldridge junior does no t 
appear to have inherited the histrionic talent o f his father, and his d ebu t 
o n Saturday night was a signal failure. H e apparently knows nothing about 
acting, an<l s till less about singin g. H e does not possess a part icle of hu­
mo ur, o r any thing in the shape o f facia l expression" ("Theatres" 1:3) . The 
Age dis mi ssed him as "evidently a novice, [who] has much to learn before 
he can o btain a position" ("The Theatres" 5), and the Leader excoriated the 
managers of the theatre for allowing Ira D aniel and o ther inexperienced 
yout hs li ke him "to s how their faces befo re the public at all ," for they 
were "as much fit for the stage as wild boars would be for guests at a spin­
sters' tea party" (Au t0 lycus 22) . The Australasian also took the managers 
to task for casting a ra nk amateur as Mungo when there were four or five 
professionals in their ac ting company who could have played the role ten 
times better; Ira junior, the critic complained, "made the du lles t, poorest, 
feeb lest attempt at bei ng fu nny I ever remember to have seen. " Moreover, 
he "can no more sing than he can act, and if the management have made 
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a long engagement with him, the best thin g they can do is to pay h im fo r 
doing nothing" ("The Theatres, &c" 17) . 

Lambert took this advice to heart. After allowing Ira Daniel to play 
Mungo once mo re, which he did "without much success" ("The Theatres: 
Theatre Royal" 5), but with "much more ease and spirit than on his fi rs t 
appearance" ("Theatres" 2:3), Lambert withdrew him from the s tage, even 
though a third appearance had already been announced. Ira Daniel never 
perfo rmed in Me lbourne again. Bell's Life in Victoria reported that he had 

retired, probably to go through a probation in the up-country districts 
to enable him to acquire a sli ght knowledge of what is necessary in order 
to attain anything like a respectable position on the metropoli tan boards. 
I believe Mr. Aldridge possesses education and accomplishments, there­
fore probably he may, at some futu re time, make a better show than on 
his first appearance in Melbourne. (Surface 2) 

H ardly a ringing endorsement, this must have made Ira Daniel even more 
painfully aware that as an actor he had failed completely. 

O n 7 Augus t, less than six weeks later, his father d ied on tour in Po­
land . This news did no t reach Australia unt il mid-October, and Ira Daniel 
did not know of it unt il he read an obituary in a Melbourne paper (probably 
"D eath of Ira A ldrid ge" Age 7, although the same obituary had appeared 
a few days earlier in the Leader 19). H e immediately wrote a lengthy letter 
to his stepmother: 

MA CHERE MADAME,- I scarcely know how to commence my le tter. To 
say that I :un deeply grieved is not sufficient. I can hardly believe that 
it is true my dear, dear father is no more. O h Madame! I have indeed 
a great deal to blame myself with, fo r I fee l I have not acted as I ought to 
have done towards so good a parent. 

[How] truly I lament it now it is too late. I hope he forgave me for 
all the uneasiness and trouble that I caused him. I have never received 
a line fro m him or you since I left England for here. My father promised 
me that he would write; perhaps he was too ill. Was it so? How is it, my 
Dear Madame, that neither Mr. King or anyone did not write and let me 
know of my Dear Father's death. I should have been ignorant of it had it 
not been fo r the newspapers. 

Now Madame, what I am about to say, believe me, comes from my 
heart. I have deeply wronged you and have always taken your good ad­
vice as hatred towards me, in fact, I did not understand the full meaning 
of your kindness. Mind, my Dear Stepmother, I am not asking you to 
call me back to England, fa r fro m it; but if you think that I could be of 
any service whatsoever to you or the Poor Children, say so, and if I do 
not get the money to return I wi ll work my passage over. I can assure 
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The Lost Life of Ira Daniel Aldridge (Part 1) 

you I am quite altered and with God's assistance will never go wrong 
again . I have not been at all fortunate since I have been here for I was 
doing nothing for eleven weeks and now have only obtained a situation 
as money taker at the Haymarket Theatre at one Pound a week. I am 
indeed very thankful fo r even this. I hope soon to get something better . 

How are you, my Dear Madame, and how is Luranah, Fred and the 
Baby? Please kiss them for me and tell them not to fo rget that they have 
a Brother who often thinks of them and who will also be their protec­
tor. \Y/i ll you wri te to me? Yes, I am sure you will. I do not know where 
you are at presen t, therefore send this to Mr. King's care. Let me know 
all respecting my dear Father, did he leave me any part icular message or 
not? If He did, I will do his bidding and shall feel happy to think that 
I have strictly obeyed his commands once. Was he long ill? Did he suffer 
much; I see by the papers that you, my Dear Step-mother ;mended him 
the whole time. I am glad that you were with him. I had no idea d1at he 
was going to Russia again .is I also saw in the papers that he was going 
to visit America shortly. I know what a fearfu l blow th is must be tO you, 
but I think, my Dear Madame, it is a debt one must all pay sooner or 
later. Do you intend remaining at Norwood or going tO France? If you 
have any pity for me, Madame, I am certain you will write, and let me 
know your whereabouts. 

I really cannot understand why I have neve r had a letter from some­
one t0 tell me o f my Dear Father's death. \Y/hy, I cannot tel l. I sec it 
occurred on the 7•h of August at Lodz in Poland. Well, the Mail did not 
leave England fo r here until the 26'h, surely there was sufficient time t0 

write. [ hope though next mail will bring me some news. I have though 
begun to despair for so many mail s have already arrived, wi th no news 
for me. I have not much to write except, my Dear Madame, to condo le 
and sympathize with you in your and my heavy loss, for indeed a better 
or kinder Father I know never existed. Try and bear up in this indeed 
great trial, and think if possible that you have a Stepson who although he 
may have wronged you is truly penitent and will ever as long as he lives 
do his best tO atone for the injury he has already done you. 

In conclusion, I again ask you to wri te me, pray do not keep me in 
suspense, and if you only say that would like me to return I wi ll do so 
instantly. So God bless you, my Dear Madame, and the C hildren whom 
you, I pray, kiss for me. I cannot scarcely realize that the past is all true. 
Would to Heaven it were not. Good-bye, my Dear Stepmother, and be­
lieve me, 

Ever your affectionate Stepson, 
Ira D. Aldridge (qtd. in Marshall and Stock 300-02) 

Amanda Aldridge never replied to this letter. O ne of her daughters 
told Ira Aldridge's biographers that "she had been advised agains t it by 
friends, and in later life regretted the decision" (qtd. in Marshall and Stock 
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302). But there may have been ano ther reason fo r her silence as well. 
f rederick King, the land and estate agent in Lo ndon through who m Ira 
D aniel fo rwarded his le tter to his stepmother, had written o n 2 Septem ber 
to Lacy expressin g concern about t he settlement of the actor's esta te: 

My dear Sir, 
Just previously to poor Aldridge leaving England he consu lted me abou t 
his property and his affairs and as tO how he should provide fo r Ira and 
asked me if I should have any objection tO act as one of his Executors with 
Mr. Bone his Broker to which I assented and he left me to go to London 
to give instructions for his Will and told me in the Evening on his return 
that his Sol• suggested that Madame shou ld also be Executrix with us and 
said he shou ld execute the Will in the morning which I presumed he did 
and then left England.-I have not heard a word from Madame since he 
left England but my impression is that she thought my sympathies were 
with Ira and that she induced him to make a subsequent Will in Paris by 
which I fear she prevailed on him to make a Will intirely [sic] in her fa­
vou r leaving Mr. Bone and herself Ex0

' & Ex•.-Whether it was a Will or 
a codicil I don't know but whatever it is she has it as a Mr. Waters wrote 
fro m Paris to Mr. Bone as also did the Manager of the Theatre at Lodtz 
where he died to say so and that he Mr. Bone was one of the Ex"".- 1 am 
therefore at a loss to know in what position poor Ira is left unti l I hear 
more.- 1 fear Madame was a lit tle offended at my dictating to her her 
duty towards Ira, and perhaps also telling poor Aldridge the just way he 
should dispose of his property and I fear Aldridge became quite a chi ld 
in her hands after he left England and made another wi ll entirely at her 
dictation and with what effect to poor f ra I do not know. 

I have waited to hear before writing Ira but will write him next mail 
if o nly to give him the above in formation. 

I wi ll give you a call on my return. 
I am, My dear Sir, 

Yours fa ithfully 
Frederick King6 

Kin g's fears proved to be correct . Ald ridge had w rit ten a new will in 
Paris on 25 J une 1867, six wee ks and a day before his death, naming A man­
da and M r. Bone as his executors, and leaving t he bulk of h is estate to 
A manda. H e d id however make some provision for I ra Daniel, beq ueath­
ing hi m "the sum o f five hund red pounds sterlin g absolu tely o n his a ttain­
ing the age o f twenty five years" (qtd. in Mars hall and Stock 326). Th e will 
was proved in Lo ndon on 4 November 1867, and one assumes that K in g 
was to ld o f it and t ried to communicate t he news to Ira Daniel. Aldridge 

• T.O. Mabbott collection, Harvard Theatre Collection, Houghton Library, Harvard 
University. 
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The Lost Life of Ira Daniel Aldridge (Part 1) 

left an estate valued at under £9,000, so Amanda gained a great deal and 
Ira Daniel relatively little by comparison. But there is some d oub t about 
whether this legacy ever was passed on to Ira Daniel five years later. Per­
haps Amanda, M r. Bone and Mr. King no longer knew where in Australia 
he was . Amanda's refusal to communicate with him suggests s he wan ted to 
have nothing further to do with the boy who had give n her so much trou­
ble earlier. She certainly had no intention of calling him b ack to En gland. 

Ira Daniel left M elbo urne not long after writing his stepmot her. H e 
had been working at the Haymarket Theatre for about a mon t h w h en he 
wrote he r, but the job didn ' t pay much and may have been given to h im 
purely o ut of sympathy for his plight as the unemployed so n of a g reat 
actor. The lessee and manager of the Haymarket Theatre a t tha t tim e was 

William Hoskins, ano ther British actor who had had cons iderab le experi- HtQf!&.JJ 
1 

ence on stage in London and the provinces before emigrat ing to Australia &a fl 
in t he 1850s. H e too would have known of the Afri can R oscius and, like 
Lambert, may even have perfo rmed with him occasio nally, so it is not sur-
prising that he o ffered a helpin g hand to A ldrid ge' s son. 

Ira Daniel, however, had had a go od secondary schoo l educat ion , and 
he decided to put t hat to use by seeking employ ment as a tu to r. H e fo und 
such a position in Lilydale, a village (population ca . 25 0) twenty - fo ur miles 
east o f Melbourne, where he met and fell in love with ;\ young seam stress, 
Ellen H uxley. They were married o n 10 January 1868 at t he Regis trar 's 
O ffice in Fitz roy, a sectio n o f M elbourne, and o n e wond ers if this was 
an elo pement, for no one from her fami ly appears to have been p resent; 
t he on ly w itnesses to sign the marriage ce rtificate were Mary Mortimer 
and Margaret Seli na M o rtimer, who may have been relatives of t he Regis­
trar, N.W M o rtime r. Ellen's father was then serving a fo ur-year te rm in 
prison for forgery and u ttering ("Fo rgery" 2), so he wouldn't have been 
ab le to atte nd, and h er mo ther, who ran a grocery s to re in M elbourne, may 
have been too busy to come and witness the cere m ony, but som e of E l­
len's seven siblin gs who lived in the area surely would have been t here had 
they known that the ir s is t er was gettin g married. W hen the coup le's first 
c hild was bo rn t he foll owing year, E llen and Ira Daniel were living in Carl­
ton , where he w as now teaching. T h e child, a daughter, survived only two 
hours, dy ing afte r vomiting blood due to an accident invo lving her mo th er. 
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